More than 300 million Indigenous Peoples around the world experience systematic racism and oppression including Australia's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Nations and Native American's in north and south America, Europe's Roma people and many others. Their land has been stolen and their cultures and languages undermined. Severe poverty and poor access to basic needs and services including food, housing, health care, education, water and sanitation are more common than in non-indigenous populations. "Hidden in the back corners of the world is a population of millions of 'nobodies': Citizens of Nowhere, forgotten by governments, ignored by census takers, amongst the world's poorest and the most disenfranchised. They often have no right to schooling, health care or property ownership. They can't vote or travel and have few advocates. Human rights groups focus on the abuses they suffer not the root causes: their statelessness. Seth Mydans, International Herald Tribune April 1 st 2007
Inequality and Poverty • Globally 2001:
-1% own 40% of world's wealth; 50% own 1%.
-1 billion people living on less than US$1 a day.
-2 billion on living on less than US$2 a day
• Sub-Saharan Africa: half population living on less than US$1 a day: 'a normal life….'
• Bangladesh: 50% poor, 31% chronically poor and 25% extremely poor 
Are these the contours of social exclusion?
Maybe not the right ones-the concept is contested: The shopping list approach has...
Advantages..
• It moves the focus away from shortage of money as the problem of poverty; • Recognises the wider profound consequences of poverty on psychological, social and cultural levels; • Conditionality is antipathy of inclusion but if we must have it then only:
-In framework guaranteeing human rights -In context of universal essential services & socially acceptable living standards -When there is convincing evidence that conditions are necessary to achieve intended outcome;
• Conditionality is likely to be less stigmatising & more conducive to cohesion & collective action if :
-located at the level of communities and/or groups -prioritized by target communities and/or groups -Administered through participative mechanisms -Conditions are readily able to be met
Civil Society and Social Movements
• Accessing the wisdom of experience: more appropriate sustainable actions e.g. micro credit, Tenant's management of social housing, etc
• In and against the state: advocating for social and economic reform in context of weak/reluctant state e.g. Indigenous people's movement, labour movement
• A challenge to professional power: people may be poorly educated but they're not ignorant.....
